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STATE OF CONNECTICUT
DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION

May 3, 2007

Dardel F. Caruso, Chairman
Coanectccut Siting Couneil

10 Pranklin Square

New Biirain, Conmecticur. 06051

RE: Electric Substation
Connecticut Light and Power Company
Qxford, Conneciicut
Docket No. 327

Dear Chairman Caruso:

Staff of tiis depariment has reviewed the. above-referenced application for a Certifeaie
of Environmental Campatibility and Public Need and has visited the sile proposed for tiis
facility. Based on fhese efforts, e followwg comments are affered to the Council for your use
in this docket.

Conneclicwt Light and Power Company proposcs to construct a 115KV 0 13.8-kV
eleciric substaion adjacent to ransmission line circuit 1575 in the northem portion of Codiard.

Deseription of Proposed Site

The groposed subsation site is a welt advanced reverting field immediately west of and
adjacent To o transmission line Tight-of-way containing three cieuits including circait 1575,
which tire substation will tie in fo. The site slopes to the norfhwest down (0 2 wetland aren and
toward the Larkin State Park Traif. Pole sized red nvaples, afong with lesser amounts of autumn
olive and mukifloral rose, cover the sife. The grassed field shown in (e first two photos of
Appendix A and labeled as views of the sibstation parcel are teken adjacent (o transmission
structure 448, As showa on the site plan on page 77 end-confitmed by two stakes marked ‘fence
carnes” al the site, the actual substation site (s immediately adjacent (o struclure {444 which is
just north of structure 448, The actusl substaticn site is cansiderahly overgrown and bears little
resemblance to the adjacent field shown in the two Appendix A photas.

There are no oulcrops or large boulders an the site, which supports the codtclusion in the
application that biasting is unlikely (o be necessary. There are no large (rees on the site, Some
mature Gees alang the feace Hne south of the site will Likely meed to be removed, hut these are
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not noteworthy in any way. Access o the site is via a divect route on and along the transmission
live right-of-way. One srmall intermiGent watercourse would he crossed by the access road.

Farility Impacts on Summounding Properties

The proposed substation site is well isolated from the nearest residences, none of which
can be seen from the site  There will be cither oo visihility or very negligible visibilicy of the
suhstation fiom the Jacks Fiill Cemetery.

Larkin State Park Trail runs nortkrwest of the substation site, approximately 400" from
tite nearest point of the facility, based on the site plan on page 77, The subsiation will probably
be visible from the trail, bul its presence will he fargely screened by intervening forest, al least
during the warmers mornths, and by the difference in elevatian with the substation sitting well
asave the trail. The embankment af the sowthern end of the Waerbury-Oxfard Alrport runway is
a much more prominent visual feature in this arca of the trail and would draw the affention of
hileers and riders in that divection rather than towsed the substatior

Miscellaneous Application Comment
DEP appreciates the cooperttion of Conuectiou( Light and Power in installing (wo
mesting boxes for American kestrels on its propesty around the substation.

The application mentions (page 3) the additional 4.44 acre tragsmission line easement.
area snd shows this property on several maps including that on the following page. The
applicstion does mot describe whal purpose this easement area will serve. Based on the site plan
on page 77, if is assumed that this additions) easement area is needed to accommodate the Jines
coming fram stzucture 1445 to the substation, but this is nat stated anywhere in the applicaton.
This praperty is alse referced to as “zequired” in seveml places in the applicstion, as opposed fo
being merely an sasement.

Finding of Fact #19 in the Docket 304 decision, as contained in Appendix C, mukes
mestion of possible efforts to decrease the height of the existing transmission line sfructures
south of Waterhury-Cixford Alrport. No reference is miade to (his possibility in the substafion
application.

The applicetion Lisis both southern arrewwood (p. 35) and nogthern amovwwaod (p.37)
a5 Vibiirnun denfatum. 1 is indeed possible thar both species may be on the CL&P property, but
the botanical asme for morthemn arrowwoad is Vitnermim recognitur,

Conclusion

The proposed site is an appropoate choice for the Oxford substation in teems of
compatible swroundings, environmental impacts, ease of constructnbility, and system nesds.
Also, the proximal DEP property, the Lakin State Park Trail, will oot be unduly impacted by
this facility, _
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Thank you for the opportunity to review this applieation zrd fe submit these comineals
ta (ke Council. Should you, ather Council members or Counci) staff have any guesfions, please

foe] free to call wme ar (B60) 424-41140.

Respectfully yours,

Do domod L (Rusat

Frederick L. Riese
Senjar Enviropmental Analyst

co: Commissioner Giza MeCanthy



